Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms
Project Based Learning Unit Plan - Template
Name:
School Type:
Subject:
Grade Level:
Project Title:

Ahlam Yassin
Public, Magnet
History (Global Issues)
11th
Examining Global Protest (Adopted from Brown University’s “Taking it to
the Streets: A Year of Global Protest”)

Project Concept
Driving Question
What are the common threads of global street
protests?

Project Summary/Big Idea
● Identify common trends among global
protests.
●

In addition to identifying trends, students
should be able to create their own
questions based on the visuals and
resources provided; using the Question
Formulation Technique.

●

Questions prepared will be asked to guest
speakers from regions examined.

Subject Content and Interdisciplinary Connections
What are the identifiable political and economic trends that create public protest, as seen during
2019?
Global Issues students will use photographs to formulate their guiding questions.Students will
examine geography, political theory and popular discontent. Students will also work collaboratively to
create their own driving questions, which will enhance their questioning techniques and investigatives
skills, simultaneously creating opportunity for product ownership.
Students will also examine the discontents of globalization.

Global Competencies
1. Investigate the world - students will investigate global protest from around the globe and
examine the common threads
2. Recognize perspectives - students will read varying sources, identify varying tones and point of
view of authors
3. Communicate ideas - students will create both a written synopsis of their findings, along with
a visual presentation to share with peers
Learning/Curriculum Standards
Adapted from Fairfax County Public Schools and Buck Institute for Education bie.org

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.3

Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6

Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by
assessing the authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or
solve a problem.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.8

Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them
with other information.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9

Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems,
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies
among the data.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3

Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
and to add interest.
Authentic Product and Audience
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Students will have a menu option to choose for their final presentation product which may include:
● Using www.canva.com students may create
○ Electronic poster
○ Infographic
● Using www.soundtrap.com
○ Create a podcast
■ Interview students from impacted country/region
● Using Google Slides
○ Presentation slide show
● Padlet Exchange
○ Students from New Jersey and those impacted by global protest interact (possible
cities in the US to integrate the 2020
● Zoom
○ Padlet exchange will culminate in a Zoom discussion

Project Management
Project Timeframe and Milestones (how many class periods/weeks is this PBL?)
This project will require 6, 90 minute blocks.
Milestones include:
● Using the Question Formulation Technique students create their own content driven
questions using the images provided of their chosen country
● Complete research chart and group discussion
● Each group creates a mindmap with their findings
● Possible solutions posed and critiques
● Presentation idea outline
● Final product
What will Students Need to Know and How will they Get to Know Them?
Students will need to have visual investigative skills using these questions:
● What is going on in this picture?
● What makes you say that?
● What else can you find out?
Students will need to formulate their own guiding question using:
● The Question Formulation Technique
Students will have to research:
● The reasons why protests are occurring in their choice country
Teacher will provide:
● Visuals (provided by the Choices Program of Brown University)
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●
●

Media articles from a diverse scope of sources
Guest speakers from countries impacted by protest

Authentic Performance Based Assessment
Student assessments will include:
● Infographic or
● Electronic poster
● Podcast or
● Slideshow
Differentiation and Scaffolds
●
●
●

Students offered a menu option of choices both on content (which country to examine) and
their final product
Independent check-ins prior to milestones
Double entry reading guides

Resources
Media Resources:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

“Taking it to the Streets: A Year of Global Protests”
“Do Today’s Global Protests Have Anything in Common?”
“The Leaderless Protests Across the Globe”
“Protests Around the World Explained”
“The Story of 2019: Protest in Every Corner of the World”
“Why Street Protests Don’t Work”
“Globalization and its Discontents”
UN SDGs

Guest Speakers:
1. Sarah Shedeed, Columbia University TC, American educator living in Lebanon
2. Speakers from impacted nations
Slideshow of Images from Protests Around the Globe

Project Kick-Off and Building Background Knowledge
Kick-Off Event and Driving Question
●
●

Project image of a street protest and ask students, what is going on in this picture?
○ Field responses from students
Ask students: why do people protest?
○ Field responses from students
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Building Background Knowledge
Students will respond to the following in their notebooks/Google Docs:
● Have you ever experienced protest? If so, how (were you part of the protest, observer, or
exposed through the media?)
● What is a protest?
● Are you directly impacted by protests in any way?
● What do you think would move people to protest on the streets?
● Do you think this is an effective technique for creating change? Explain.
● What role, if any, does public protests play in society?

Project Development Outline
Project Daily Outline - Overall Objectives and Practices for Each Class or Week
Block Period 1
Global Protest Intro
●
●

●

●

Using the slide images provided students will work in a group to jot down all questions that
come to mind simply by looking at the images of the chosen country.
Students will identify open-ended vs. close-ended questions using a ✔ to identify open-ended
questions.
○ Milestone 1: Creation of open-ended questions
Collectively students will choose three questions (the number of questions should correlate to
the number of students in the group so each student ends up with a question to research
independently)
Each student will use the open-ended question they created in their group to guide their
research:
○

Students will complete chart:
Open-ended
question

○

Source 1
(summary)

Source 2
(summary)

Source 3
(summary)

Milestone 2: Research chart completed / group discussion on findings

Block Period 2
Research Continued and Mind Map Creation
(Independent Teacher meetings)
● In groups students will collectively create a mindmap of research findings on their country
○ Milestone 3: Mind Map - centered idea [Country Name - Global Protest]
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●

Students will examine the proposed governmental and international solutions offered and
complete the following chart as a group
○
COUNTRY NAME

●

●

Proposed
governmental
solution #1

Proposed
governmental
solution #2

Proposed
governmental
solution #3

Students will add to the Mind Map as they progress
○ Milestone 3: Complete the comparative analysis chart of proposed governmental
solutions
Students as a group will then critique the governmental solutions using the following chart
○
Solution #1

○

Critique #1

Solution #2

Critique #2

Solution #3

Critique #3

Milestone 4: Completed critiques of the proposed

Block Periods 3 and 4
Student Exchange and Problem Solving
● Padlet Exchange with Students Abroad
○ Milestone 5: Padlet exchange
● Problem Solving - using the critiques they created for the established solutions students will
then think about their own proposals:
○ What is your strategy in solving this problem?
○ How does your strategy compare to those already created? How is it set apart?
○ What is your action plan?
○ Who will be the accountability partners?
○ Proposed solution established, using a digital platform students create a marketable
plan of action
○ Milestone 6: Students create a digital flyer with a marketable action plan
Block Period 5
● Presentations
○ Students present their final products to their peers
○ Open discussion
○ Audience will be responsible for their peer takeaway and question chart:
■ Promotes active listening and critical questioning
Presenter Name

○

One presentation
takeaway

One presentation
question

Reflection
■ “I used to think ______, now I think______”
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Block Period 6
● Socratic Circle
○ Reflection

Authentic Audiences
Student Connection with Authentic Audiences
● Students will present their work to their peers
● Students listen to those impacted by the global protest
● Required public speaking
○ Clarity of tone
○ Engaging content in presentation product

Student Reflection
How will students reflect on their growth and learning after the project?
Students will answer in their notebooks/Google Docs
● Reflect on your knowledge on global protest prior to the project, how has your knowledge
expanded?
● What is one concept you learned that really expanded your thinking?
● Socratic circle

Teacher Reflection
(To be completed after the project)
What am I proud of from the project? Describe a highlight moment.

How did my students grow during the project (think about core content, global competence and
personal growth)?

What would I change or improve for next time?
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